Summer 2011 Newsletter

ADULI' LEARNING CENTER

From Sr. Suzanne, Level lll Teacher

Dear Friends of the Adult Learning Center,

In May we congratulated our 22 graduates on compje
ing their GED. They can attest to the fact that edugaStudents (L to R): Felicia Lee, Gloria Ashford, and
tion is serious business. Only because of their dete Regina Clark celebrate our tutors during Volunteer
mination and the concerted efforts of all involved Recognition Week.

students, teachers, tutors, staffand the support of their families,
were they able to reach their goal. Their path was not the usual
onefl 12+ consecutive years of school leading to a high school di-
ploma. Instead theirs has been interrupted, stopped, started agai
sometimes, again. But now they have a sense of accomplishme
enables them to move forward. Besides skills in reading, writing, a
math, they have gained setinfidence, social skills, and access to
resources for job possibilities and advancement, for health and hqus
ing needs and for addressing family concerns. Their success speaks
loudly to their classmates.

2011 graduate Frankie Woody during her visit to
Alverno College.

Now we are welcoming new and returning students. When asked
their reason for returning to school, their usual responses are to get
better job, to enroll in a postsecondary program and to set an exa
pl e for their own children t hi
progress, whether writing a paragraph, passing a math quiz, read
with better comprehension, or advancing to a new level gives impgt
to continue. Passing the first GED test gives students the confidenc
to keep going. Their classmates applaud each time one passes d|te
thinking, oi f he/ she can do i

I n an ideal world, programs sfu
would not be necessary. However, in a time when education pro-
grams are being cut, class sizes increased, stddanher ratio ig-
nored, education as we have known it can no longer be taken for
granted. So, instead of working ourselves out of existence, the d%]
e

mand and need for basic adult education is increasing. And we
making every effort to meet those needs. Your continued interes

and support are vital to our carrying out our mission. Like our stu

dent s, we believe in the oO0can

Sincerely,

Suzanne Lorentz, O.P. A UWM student nurse discusses sleep disorders
with students Alex Conery & Charlie Neal.
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Graduation 2011

Graduation 2011 was a milestone event. A re-
cord number of students, 22 in all, matriculated
from the ALCO6s GED pr

took part in the graduation ceremony held at St.
Martin de Porres Church on May 27.

ALC instructors Elizabeth Miller, Suzanne Lor-
entz, O.P., and Joann Estes Earl proudly intro-
duced and presented certificates to their respec:
tive students. Executive Director Herb Hayden
noted, oGraduation is
plishment, not just for the students, but for eve-
ryone who worked with them or stood behind
them. Today is a great celebration for the entire
ALC family.o

A ofull housed of family,
cheered as the students processed down the aisle and out of church at

the end of the ceremony.

Shirlie Wells & volunteer tutor Glenn
Sievers

Scholarships were awarded to three graduates
who will be pursuing higher education. They
include the Kocovsky Scholarship of $500 to
Marcus Carson and $250 each to Regina Clark

Lillion McElwee (left)
and Regina Clark
(right) comment on
their ALC experience
after receiving their
GED certificates.
Every graduate has an
opportunity to speak
at the graduation cere-
mony. This year, as
always, it was a mov-
ing experience!

friengngshri@Wéis. al umni , tutor

Keynote speaker, former
Milwaukee alderman and
mayor, Marvin Pratt,
emphasized the impor-
tance of education and
the difference it makes
in the lives of individuals
and the community as a
whole.
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